Rams Sunday (214/4) beat Old Down Sunday (211/9) by 6 wickets

A blistering 95 not out by an abnormally sober skipper, in the form of Wacko Jacko, gave the Rams yet more valuable points in the hunt for Sunday silverware as they brushed aside a multi-national Old Down side on Saturday.

After selfishly losing the toss on typical Rocks scorcher, Spence turned to the neglected seam of Kadeer Cooke to kick things off and the marathon veteran responded with early wickets, ably supported by tight work at the other end by Dirk Belbin and the safe hands at mid-wicket of George Watts. Cooke hit the stumps three times to take 4-18 from his seven overs before Spence sought to increase the pressure on the ailing batsmen with the ripping off-breaks of Airbus UK employee of the month, Mike Thomas.

Thomas was denied a deserved wicket when a sharp edge defied the hands of Cindy Beale at slip, before nestling brutally between his eyelashes Pickernill style and going to ground. Beale later explained that in his youth ‘there was always a butler around to catch the hard ball’.

George Watts also bowled well with little reward and Old Down skipper Pete-Newton-Smith began to accelerate. PNS (88) targeted the weaker bowling, despatching the off-spin of Hore into the surrounding countryside on repeated occasions before the gazelle-like Si Morrissey got the much needed breakthrough. Hore recovered some dented pride to clean up the tail before the Rams feasted on what following consultation with ‘Statto’ Fergie-Woods, has been declared the most expensively prepared tea ever recorded in Rams history. Three cheers for desk-top Richie, loving the chicken-tikka.

Despite sustaining such a vicious facial blow early on, Beale was passed fit to bat at the top of the order with Jake who thrashed some scintillating boundaries through mid-wicket before he was bowled, to bring Jon Baglow, appropriately nick-named Digger to the crease. Despite threatening to unleash hell Digs was dismissed by a sharp Yorker and Spence and Beale were left to repair the innings.

Beale looked in defiant mood, relishing an opportunity at the crease and was starting to unfurl a few beauts on both sides of the wicket, when on 39, a top edge carried to mid-off where unfortunately, Beale himself was not fielding. George Watts was immediately into his stride crashing three one-bounce-fours over the bowlers head before being harshly adjudged LBW by fellow U-15 Jake.

Spence had seen the fantasy points on offer though and was never going to miss out as he bludgeoned his way to a swift 50 shortly after being joined by Cooke. Needing 65 to win from nine overs, boundaries were the order of the day and soon came along, Spence, typically aggressive on the pull (on and off the field) and Cooke dubious when driving (on and off the field).

Cooke’s 21* did just enough to deny the greedy Spence a selfish ton and the Rams were home and very dry with an over to spare. Man of the match, but most definitely not a bottle of Champagne, went to George Watts who excelled in all departments. Oh yeah… and Chris Taylor kept wicket pretty darn well, I just realised he hasn’t been mentioned! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rockhampton (133 for 6) beat Chipping Sodbury (129 all out) by 4 wickets

The Rams became only the second ever winners of the GT Sports Sunday League in a bank holiday showdown with fellow finalists Chipping Sodbury and Sunday Captain Jack Spence (24*) was fittingly at the crease to despatch the winning runs to the boundary in just the 26th over of the run chase.

The game had started ominously for Rockhampton with Chipping Sodbury taking account of some erratic opening bowling to smash 57 from the first 8 overs. The introduction of Jimmy Cooke and Spence himself, brought a dramatic change however as the next 6 overs brought 3 wickets for Cooke and yielded just 6 runs. Cooke picked up 3 for 8 from his five overs and then the support bowling continued to pile on the pressure. 13 year-old uncle, Charlie Turrell, watched by his nephew from the sidelines, unleashed his leg-breaks on an experienced visiting side, clearly unnerved by the raw talent of the young Rockhampton attack. Turrell picked up 4 for 27 at one end whilst 15-year old George Watts claimed 2 for 32 at the other. Mike Thomas finished the innings off with a deserved wicket and Chipping Sodbury’s 129 all out was a disappointing collapse from such a good start.

In response, George Fensome and Matt Belbin opened up with some flashy boundaries in the opening overs before Fensome misjudged a pull shot off Oswald and was out for 7. James Hancox suffered a similar fate moments after a majestic cover-drive had taken him into double-figures and Belbin was joined by Jordan Cox.

Belbin, in imperious form since his mid-season call up to the first team, was hitting boundaries for fun and smashed a six into the neighbouring field and co-incidentally also over the Local Authority County boundary, but he was caught attempting to repeat the feat, to be dismissed one run short of a deserved fifty. Jordan Cox was also in a confident mood and once joined by his skipper, Spence, the Rams seemed to be cruising to victory. Cox was bowled and then his brother Jake and Jimmy Cooke followed in quick succession. Spence secured the win with his trademark pull off leg stump and Gloucestershire Star Anthony Ireland was on hand to present the trophy on behalf of the sponsors GT Sports, to whom Rockhampton and all the representative Clubs in the League extend their gratitude.
