2008 SEASON REPORTS:
Youth Cricket Under 15s - Rockhampton vs. Old Down - National cup. Game played at Rockhampton.
 

This re-arranged game was eventually played in damp conditions on Sunday 4th May.
 

Old Down won the toss and put Rockhampton in to bat. Old Down opening bowler David Dineley made an immediate impact tempting Rockhampton opening bat Hedley Garrett into a lofted drive straight to mid off off the 3rd ball of the innings with the score on just one. This brought Tom Coates to the wicket and he and Ollie Crossfield put on 32 before Crossfield was caught for 11. By this time the rain had begun to fall and this continued on and off throughout the rest of the game. Tom Coates was eventually bowled by Ed Stephens for a very creditable 41. After 15 overs Rockhampton had made just 64 runs, however Callum Davies-Smith 20 not out and Alex Rawle 24 smote the ball to all corners to bring the final total to 113 for 5 off 20 overs.
 

Despite some tight bowling in the initial stages Rockhampton failed to take early wickets and Old Down's openers George Williams and Ben Jenkins made 26 and 23 respectively. The highlight from a Rockhampton perspective was a stinging catch by Ollie Crossfield to dismiss George Jackson for 19. By this time Old Down's job was almost done and they reached their target in the 17th over sealing a victory by 7 wickets.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Old Down defeat (30 April 2007) - Game played at Rockhampton

Rockhampton under 15s were defeated by one wicket in a close run first game of the season.

 

Rockhampton won the toss and decided to bat. After a slow start useful contribution from Rob Belbin 12, Jake Cox 18 and a swashbuckling 15 not out from Nick Fraser, Rockhampton put on 92 for 9 wickets in their 20 over’s.

 

In reply Old Down got off to a quicker start than Rockhampton but in mid innings some useful bowling from Tom Webb (4-0-14-4) and George Watts (4-0-22-2) pegged things back. When Sam Nichols came on to bowl his one and only over in the gathering gloom he took 2 wickets for 4 runs. This was the penultimate over and the game looked very evenly balanced. In the end Old Down won by one wicket with just three balls to spare.

 

It was a good contest with not a lot between the teams. There were a few misfields and potential catches missed but in fairness it was getting quite dark and this may also have accounted for some of the other dismissals.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rockhampton vs. Chipping Sodbury  (1 May 2007) - Game played at Rockhampton

Rockhampton under 15s were knocked out of the National Cup in the first round on Tuesday evening.

Chipping Sodbury won the toss and decided to bat. Despite some tight bowling by Alex Rawle (4-0-16-0) and Sam Nichols (4-0-26-2) an undefeated 70 by Bradley Arkwright helped Chipping Sodbury to a very useful 155 for 4 in their 20 Over’s.

In reply Rockhampton had a disastrous start losing their first 3 wickets for just 12 runs inside the first 3 overs. When Sam Nichols (38) was joined by Tom Needham (23) they put on 66 runs before Tom Needham was run out by a direct hit when attempting another quick run. After that some further resistance was shown by George Watts who scored a quick 19 runs. By this time the light was fading and Rockhampton needed to score quickly which led to some suicidal running. Rockhampton finished up on 128 for 9 just 27 runs short. This was a tremendous effort and the Rockhampton boys should be proud of their response to such a daunting total posted by Chipping Sodbury.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Thursday 31st May - Rockhampton beat Coalpit Heath 3 -2 in a bowl off.
 

This second round tie had to be settled by a bowl off at Coalpit Heath as the weather defeated all attempts to play a full game.
 

The bowl off went to sudden death when Coalpit Heath scored with their last two deliveries to cancel out the two hits by Sam Nichols and George Watts and to make it two all at the end of 5 attempts each. 
Sam Nichols stepped up to score his second hit and Coalpit Heath missed to give the game to Rockhampton.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thornbury Reds v Rockhampton 12 June 2007 - Game played at Thornbury
 

Rockhampton batted first and got off to a steady start with openers Sam Nichols (37) and Jake Cox (24) putting on 49 for the first wicket. After that, useful contributions from Nick Fraser (13) and a swashbuckling 12 from George Watts including an almighty six helped Rockhampton to a modest 114 for 7 off their 20 over’s.
 

In reply Thornbury Reds scored 27 runs of the first two over’s and looked set for an easy victory. However an inspired field placing resulted in Harry Blackwell (21) being caught on the square leg boundary as he lobbed it high and into the arms of the waiting Ollie Crossfield. After that Thornbury's innings stagnated a little until Alex McDonald came in and played a nice cameo innings scoring 30 in quick time. With runs being needed Alex threw her wicket away by pressing too hard for runs off a good delivery. After that just D.Botha made double figures and Thornbury were bowled out for 103 runs in the 18th over, giving victory to Rockhampton by 11 runs.
 

On the bowling front both George Watts (3-0-18-3) and Jon Webber (3-0-24-3) got three wickets each and Sam Nichols polished off the Thornbury innings with 5 deliveries for two wickets and just four runs. Seven catches by Rockhampton and good fielding all round was the catalyst for this victory.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Almondsbury v Rockhampton  BYCL Cup. Under 15s. 14 June 2007.  Game played at Almondsbury
 

After a slow start Rockhampton amassed a creditable 155 runs for 5 wickets from their 20 overs. Jake Cox carried his bat to the final ball of the innings and scored an excellent 76 runs being given out caught behind off the last ball. Another worthy contribution was made by George Watts who smote the ball to all corners of the ground to score 40 not out with 8 boundaries in double quick time.
 

Faced with scoring 156 to win Almondsbury were never up with the run rate and lost early wickets and were 44 for 5 after 8 over’s. Some resilience was shown by M.Winward 25 and B.Gardner 20no but by then the runs required were too many and the over’s too few. Almondsbury finished on 106 for 6 and Rockhampton won the game by 49 runs.

Rockhampton U15s V Almondsbury U15s - 18 June 2007 - Game played at Rockhampton.
 

In a repeat fixture following Rockhampton's win in the BYCL Cup on 14 June, these two sides met again in their league fixture, this time at The Boundary Field Rockhampton.
 

Almondsbury won the toss and decided to bat first. Wickets fell at regular intervals with just Aaron Jones (16) and Matt Winward (10) making double figures. George Watts (4-0-15-3), Tom Webb (3-0-9-3) and Jon Webber (2-0-13-3) each got 3 wickets, with the last man Dan Baker being run out without facing a ball. Almondsbury were bowled out for 49 runs off just 12.2 over’s.
 

In reply Rockhampton's openers Jake Cox (20no) and Sam Nichols (22no) brought a straightforward victory home by 10 wickets in 9.1 over’s.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Urban Windows U15 Knock out Cup - Quarter Final
 

Old Down v Rockhampton - Game played at Old Down on 8th July 2007
 

This fixture eventually took place on a sunny Sunday morning which contrasted greatly with the sodden conditions when previous encounters had been scheduled. This fixture was switched to Old Down as rain had prevented any work on Rockhampton's pitch in over a week.
 

Rockhampton forgoing home advantage won the toss and decided to bat. Their innings did not get off to a good start when they lost Jake Cox for 4 in the second over and Rob Belbin for nought in the fourth. These two have previously been the source of most of Rockhampton's runs. The resultant accumulation of runs was slow with only 41 runs off the first 10 overs. Tom Needham (26) and Nick Fraser (29) gave the score an air of respectibity with Rockhampton finishing on a modest 106 for 7 in their 20 overs.
 

In reply Old Down also got off to a shaky start and were 2 for 2 off 3 overs. By the half way stage though Old Down were ahead of the run rate with M.Knight scoring 41 before being brilliantly caught on the boundary by Nick Fraser when a six looked more likely. This was a turning point in the game and Rockhampton bowled tightly and fielded well with three more good catches from Matt Weeks, and two for George Watts. George was also the pick of the bowlers (4-1-12-3) but Tom Webb (4-0-14-2) and Sam Nichols (4-0-18-2) kept a tight line.
 

Wickets fell regularly towards the end and Old Down were eventually bowled out with the penultimate delivery for 94 runs. 

 

Rockhampton won by 12 runs and will now face either Old Bristolians Westbury CC or Twyford House in the Semi-Final.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rockhampton v Patchway - League game. Match played 9th July at Rockhampton
 

This game was restricted to 15 overs a side after a sharp shower interrupted play after just 3 overs.
 

Rockhampton had won the toss and decided to bat. Sam Nichols scored 56 and Rob Belbin 21 with 9 extras in their 97 for 4 in 15 overs.
 

In reply Patchway were never up with the required run rate. Ben Speriot top scored with 26 not out and extras were next top scorer equal with Ryan Lansdown who scored 15.
 

Patchway finished their 15 overs on 76 for 8 leaving Rockhampton victorious by 21 runs.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

Stoke Gifford v Rockhampton - League game 11th July 2007 - game played at Stoke Gifford
 

Rockhampton were put in to bat by Stoke Gifford on a grassy pitch with variable bounce. The outfield was lush too making the boundaries hard to come by. 
 

Sam Nichols was run out with the score on just one; and when Rob Belbin was caught the score was 18 for 2. Tom Needham then joined Jake Cox at the crease and the runs began to come. Cox was bowled for 26 by a ball that kept low when he was trying to force the runs. George Watts then came in and he scored 23 not out and Tom Needham finished the innings with a four off the last ball to reach 51 not out. Rockhamptons innings closed on 122 for 3 off their 20 over’s.
 

In reply Stoke Gifford struggled to keep up with the required run rate and wickets fell at regular intervals. All six bowlers used took at least one wicket. Tom Webb 2 for 12, Alex Rawle 2 for 3, Rob Belbin 2 for 8 and Tom Needham with 1 for 1 were worthy of mention. Just Aaron Jones (15) and J.Love (10) reached double figures. Stoke Gifford were bowled out in the 16th over for 63 missing out by 59 runs.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Twyford House v Rockhampton Under 15s
Semi-Final of the Urban Windows Knock Out Cup
Match played at Twyford house Wednesday 25th July 2007.
 

At the second attempt this week and against all the odds in this rain sodden summer this semi final took place on Wednesday evening at Twyford House.
 

Before the game could begin a mopping up operation had to be completed on the pitch and as a result the game was reduced to 18 overs per side.
 

Twyford House won the toss and asked Rockhampton to bat. It turned out to be a good decision as Rockhampton lost opener Sam Nichols in the first over for 1 and the other opener Jake Cox in the fourth over for 5 leaving Rockhampton struggling on 22 for 2. Rockhampton's Captain Rob Belbin led a middle order rally. Rob scored 43 runs including one magnificent 6 and was supported briefly by Tom Needham who scored 8. With five batsmen finishing on zero, Rockhampton were skittled out for 77 in 15.3 overs. P.Bagge 4 wickets for 6 runs and J.Sutton 3 wickets for 19 runs were the pick of Twyford House's bowlers.
 

In reply Twyford House got off to a steady start and at the half way stage they were at 35 runs but for the loss of just one wicket. At this stage Twyford House looked firm favourites to knock off the runs, but once Balkemore (20) and Blake (26) were out, the runs began to dry up. Rockhampton fielded brilliantly and bravely. The turning point was probably when Matt Weeks caught Blake on the boundary off Charlie Turrell's first over. This followed two superb stops on the boundary by Tom Needham when Twyford House had begun to press for runs.
 

With the game very finely balanced Charlie Turrell worked his magic finishing his 3 overs with 4 wickets for just 9 runs. Twyford House needed just 23 runs off the last 6 overs, but with Turrell tying down one end they were forced to press for runs and two run-outs helped Rockhampton to victory by just 3 runs.
 

This was a very close encounter which was played in very good spirit by both sides. Credit is due to the grounds man for his pragmatic approach in getting the game played.
 

Rockhampton now meet Winterbourne in the final at Frenchay Cricket Club on Sunday 29th July starting at 2.30pm.
