2008 season reports:

Rockhampton 2nds (151-5) beat Lydney 2nds (147-8) by 5 wickets

With probably the strongest seam bowling attack the Rams Twos have ever-fielded and on a green and sweaty Lydney wicket, stand in skipper Jimmy Cooke had no hesitation in taking the opportunity to bowl first on winning the toss.

The opening pair of Higginson and Greves did not disappoint and supported by some excellent ground fielding restricted the hosts to just 20 from the first 10 over’s. It was the newcomer, Greves who struck first as Chris Taylor took a sharp catch behind the stumps. Shaun Williams, Will Cartlidge and Rob Cave kept the momentum in Rockhampton’s favour, Williams picking up 1-23 from a miserly 10 over’s and Cartlidge coming back at the death to claim 2-21 from 9. It was the typically aggressive approach of Jamie Curtis though that blew away any threat from the Lydney line-up as he picked up 3-30 in 7 over’s, aided by superb catches from Ives and Higginson.

Chasing just 148 to win, Baxter and Ives got off to a flier before Ives was bowled for 8 on debut. Baxter blazed 32 from 43 balls but he was the second of three quick wickets as the Rams slumped to 72-4. A defiant stand of 56 between Carl Boucher (16) and Will Cartlidge (41*) restored faith to the small band of travelling support though and Greves heaved a few boundaries, rather agriculturally over cow corner to bring the Rams home with 5 wickets to spare.

Cartlidge’s 41 not out including a huge six over the sightscreen was a timely reminder of the emerging batting talent in the club and was a technically immaculate innings under pressure. Skipper Cooke hailed the youngster’s man of the match performance with bat and ball and praised a fine team display on the opening day. The 2s welcome Gloucester City Winget to the Boundary Field on Saturday and will be anticipating some sterner tests for the remainder of the season.

2007 season reports

Dumbleton 2nds (231 all out) beat Rockhampton 2nds (132 all out) by 99 runs

Despite the picture book surroundings of the league’s most attractive away day, the Rams lacked the inspiration to really threaten a strong Dumbleton outfit and slumped to their second defeat of the season.

New skipper Dave Lane opted to field first looking to exploit a damp wicket with the hostile opening duo of Belbin and Curtis and it was Curtis who struck first to have Thompson well caught by Cave for 25. The innings was then a consistent pattern of 30-40 run partnerships, broken twice by left-arm seamer Rob Cave and twice by Eddie Twemlow who also gave Lane his first victim of two behind the stumps.

It wasn’t until the introduction of Tom Burden though that the Rams showed any hint of dominance, as the off-spinner revelled in the spongy conditions on offer in his native county of Worcestershire. With a quick arm action, not unlike that of Worcestershire legend Graeme Hick, Burden ripped out the lower-middle order claiming career best figures of 4-25 from 6 over’s, as Dumbleton were held to 231.

In response though, the Rams lost Belbin and Scott in the opening three over’s and looked in real trouble. Returning opener and former skipper Rob Baxter set about compiling a typically solid 44 and was backed in a stand of 89 by Burden, who completed a good personal day with 35 to his name and at 96-3 the game was on. 

The departure of Baxter exposed a fragile middle order though and only Lane (11) and Steve Moss (17) then troubled the scorers, Moss finding the famous Dumbleton lake with a trademark slog sweep over the pavilion. The innings petered out to a tame 132 all out though and the Rams will be looking to kick-start their season when Bredon visit the Boundary Field on Saturday.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rockhampton 2nds (232/5) lost to Bredon 2nds (236/1) by 9 wickets

The Rams were left cursing their luck and some controversial umpiring decisions as they slumped to a third league defeat, in this uncharacteristically fiery encounter with visitors Bredon.

Undeterred by the ominous cloud cover and occasional rain splashes, Rams skipper Lane opted to bat first on a typical flat track at The Boundary Field and then set about compiling a first-wicket stand of 90 with Australian import Brendon Scott. Scott, whose brisk 57 was his first half-century for the Club, looked to dominate the bowling from the off, scoring heavily through the mid-wicket region and collecting his runs with an impish swagger and a reassuring self-confidence, typical of the Australian approach to the game.

When Lane was joined by Burden and the pair added another 54, Rams had a great platform for a big score. Lane hit 9 boundaries in a resolute 66, taking due responsibility in a batting order which had otherwise struggled to find its feet at the start of the season. Burden went for 34 and Savery and Phelps quickly followed, before Michael Holder laid siege to a tiring bowling attack, with some ferocious strokes through the leg-side, to amass an undefeated 41 from just 29 balls, ably supported by Dave Long with 12 as Rams closed on 232 for 5.

Curtis and Savery opened the bowling and immediately caused trouble for Farey and Ricketts who survived repeated lbw appeals and a close run out decision before Savery bowled Ricketts for 27. The turning point came moments later when Curtis found the outside edge of Farey’s bat, only for the celebrations to be unceremoniously halted by a call of not-out from the umpire. The decision sparked some unsavoury exchanges between individuals on either side and the Rams never regained the pressure on the batsmen. 

Burden, Cave, Cartlidge and Phelps offered good variety with the ball but failed to make the crucial breakthrough as Farey completed a hundred and Bredon skipper Draper, 65 not out, to win by nine wickets with 2 overs to spare. The Twos are at home again on Saturday as Redmarley visit.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rockhampton 2nds (160/2) beat Redmarley 2nds (159 all out) by 8 wickets

With the First Team trip to Redmarley surprisingly washed out on a sweltering summer’s day, a bumper crowd turned out at the Boundary Field to inspire a dramatic turnaround in fortunes for the Rams, with this crushing eight-wicket victory.

Dave Lane won the toss for the fourth time this season and opted to bowl on a rapidly drying pitch. Shaun Williams and Jamie Curtis soon set about justifying the decision as Redmarley were reduced to 51-4. Williams (13-1-40-2) dismissed both openers, including the Redmarley skipper with a sharp caught and bowled chance. At the other end, Curtis (13-0-45-2) knocked the off stump out of the ground before Lane poached a catch behind the stumps and from that point the Rams were always on top. Ayland and Hemmings rebuilt the Redmarley innings with a partnership worth 65 but it was slow in coming and once young left-arm seamer Rob Cave dismissed Ayland, the lower order crumbled.

Eddie Twemlow and Rob Belbin both picked up two wickets each, Brendon Scott taking a fine catch at cover point off the last ball of the innings to secure maximum bowling points for the Rams.

It was the in-form Aussie, Scott who then treated the crowd to a marvellous exhibition of stroke play as the Rams marched to the victory target with consummate ease in just 29 over’s. Baxter was caught by Stockley off the bowling of Smith in just the third over, with his baby son George looking on disapprovingly from the boundary, but Scott was clearly anxious to get to the bar early, hitting a six and 12 fours in his 86 not out.

He was supported by Matt Belbin (21) and the consistent Tom Burdon (33*) who racked up his third score above thirty, in three innings and smashed two monstrous straight sixes over the sightscreen to provide the icing on the cake. The victory lifted the Rams off the bottom and above local rivals Stone, who the Rams meet on Saturday.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rockhampton 2nds (262/5) beat Stone 2nds (126 all out) by 136 runs

The seconds continued their resurgence and matched the first team triumph with a 136 run demolition job on neighbours Stone, to complete a marvellous derby day for the Rams.

Skipper Dave Lane continued his remarkable undefeated form with the toss and again elected to bat with Rob Baxter and Brendan Scott instantly justifying the decision blazing 96 from the first 19 over’s before Scott was bowled for 43. Having been joined by Matt Belbin, Baxter went on to record his second half century of the season but after pulling Palmer for a majestic six to go to 63, was caught at cover from the next delivery.

Tom Burden followed swiftly for a 3rd ball duck and when Belbin was then dismissed for 19, the Rams had ominously slumped to 159/4. Having recently found his form batting down the order though, the skipper was in defiant mood and when he was joined by the ironically named, small man of RCC Dave Long, the scoreboard soon took a brighter look.

From an unorthodox crab-like crouch at the crease, Long (44) has a unique ability to pick the gaps and keep the scoreboard ticking without playing the big shots which were left to Lane (63*), who hit particularly powerfully over long-on for 4 of his 9 boundaries. Jamie Curtis then smashed 11 in the last few over’s as Rams closed on an impressive 262/5.

Still fired up, Curtis immediately tore into the Stone openers removing both in his first five over’s, whilst Shaun Williams picked up Palmer at the other end to leave Stone reeling at 33/3. Curtis completed superb figures of 3-37 from 10 over’s by adding Edwards for a duck before the introduction of the young seamers Rob Cave and Rob Belbin and the spin of Will Cartlidge and Tom Burden. 

Cartlidge was the pick of the bowling as his now trademark, if a little unconventional, leg-break googlies ripped out the middle order, the 17 year-old picking up 4-24 from his 6 over’s leaving Burden and Belbin to pick up one apiece as the Stone tail was blown away and the innings closed on a tame 126 all out.

Having jumped to 6th in the league, Rams face Kingsholm at the Boundary field on Saturday looking to avenge heavy defeats when the sides last met in League competition 2 years ago.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rockhampton 2nds v The Wedding

With the Common out of action due to a local amateur dramatic reproduction of the Tale of Noah’s Ark, the Twos were once again denied cricketing heroics on a rip-snorter of a summer’s afternoon at Playa de las Rockhamtonas and attention inevitably soon turned to the grand event of the weekend, the ‘Wedding’!!! wohoo

Less than flattered by the late invitations, skipper Dave Lane marched his cricket-starved second team rapscallions, in Kaiseresque goose step, up the freeway to the Boundary Field, where they formed ranks behind The Kaiser himself and Corporal Richard Jones ‘the butcher’, who had told Hore to ‘shove it cos there were noble Rams being denied a game’.

As Lane gave the order to present arms, bugle boy Cooke exploded with a rousing chorus of Jerusalem on his trumpet, firing the brave Rams into a bloodthirsty frenzy, not unlike that of the wasps which so brutally savaged the dwarf that is Dave Long just two seasons ago.

Concerned by the monstrous size of the majestic sparkling white marquee in which the enemy partied, unaware of their impending demise, The Kaiser had called for reinforcements which rapidly arrived in the shape of George ‘Bison’ Fensome, Teelan Moss and a mysterious young lady whom the Corporal had befriended en route.

Suddenly the call to arms rang out from the Kaiser and in an instant birds scattered the trees, the cows scurried for cover, and way up at Woodmancote, William Tyler was actually dismissed for less than a hundred. ‘On my signal… Unleash hell… To infinity and beyond…’ bellowed the Kaiser wielding a GM duellist as his weapon of choice.

Then the Rams were into the charge, vaulting the fence amid squeals of adrenalin fuelled rage, they marauded towards the Marquee… all except Brendon Scott who was compelled to detour to the bar for a pre-war Fosters. It was Twemlow who cast the first blow as his typical northern wife-beater instincts took over and the bride was floored with a right hook Mike Tyson would have been proud of. Panic suddenly ensued amongst the wedding glitterati, caught on the back foot as if Rob Baxter were facing Malcolm Marshall. Tiaras and bow ties were splattered across the marquee as Belbin, Savery, Williams and co. waded in with bat and ball, Williams firing a particularly ferocious bouncer towards the priest who clipped the delivery off his legs with a stray jug of Stowford, finding the midrift of the cumbersome figure of Melluish who had appeared in a puff of smoke (or something slightly stronger) and was embroiled in a battle with the groom’s father.

Long, scuttling about the blood drenched scene like a crab on speed snapped up the wedding cake in his pincers before embedding a bridesmaid’s head in each of the three beautifully iced tiers. The best man, though incensed at his diminishing chances to get laid and knowing Long’s weakness despatched the hornets’ nest from the Common Grounds man’s shed in Long’s direction and the crab was nullified.

Savery, who was getting slapped about by the daughters of the maid of honour was suddenly thrown a barrel of Black Rat by his exalted leader, and on consumption reformed his diminutive, orange, plastercene physique, from that of Morph, to that of ‘RATMAN’ whereupon he immediately snacked on three other unsuspecting wedding guests and snapped the steel supports of the tent like Samson in the temple. 

It seemed like hours but within minutes the rampant crusade was over and the Rams had conquered once again. The reign of terror and Boundary Field weddings had been vanquished and the battle scarred heroes paraded in glory around the boundary, pausing just occasionally to sign autographs for the travelling families, led by Steve Coombes.

Cooke was summoned to trumpet the Last Post in honour of fallen comrades and in respect of the defeated but the mourning process was short-lived once the St. Helier Pear Cider had arrived on the scene and everyone was p!ssed.

On hearing of the ‘Wedding of Mass Destruction’ George Bush declared a state of national emergency in the US but privately thanked the Kaiser for his ‘peacekeeping intervention’ and offered the White House as a permanent home for future second team matches should the need arise.

It is widely expected however, in light of such morbidly horrendous experiences that the Boundary Field, Rockhampton, will NEVER, EVER, SO LONG AS YE ALL SHALL BE HERE ON THIS GREAT PLANET see a Saturday wedding again

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rockhampton 2nds 116/6 beat Tewkesbury 2nds 115 all out by 4 wickets

With Tewkesbury’s home ground still under water, this game had to be switched to the common enabling the Rams Seconds to play a competitive game for the first time in 5 weeks and enabling a third league victory to climb to 4th in the league.

Skipper Lane is still yet to lose a coin toss all season and invited the visitors to bat first on a very soft wicket at the Common. Neil Higginson, buoyed by his five-wicket haul for the thirds the week before, opened the bowling with Eddie Twemlow and both were on the spot from the start, beating the bat and restricting any scoring opportunities, such that Tewkesbury could only muster 14 runs from the first 10 overs. Higginson then struck twice to remove both opening batsmen, the first falling to a splendid diving catch by Baxter at gully.

It was the left-arm seam of Rob Cave that stole the show though as he removed the Tewkesbury captain LBW before collecting three more victims to finish with 4-21 from his 7 overs. Rob Belbin bowled a superb line and length, showing maturity beyond his years to concede a meagre 8 runs from his 6-over spell, and he deservedly had Allcoat caught at mid-on by Savery. The wily off-spin of Burden then allowed Baxter to further showcase his agility in the field, this time taking a one-handed catch at square leg. Tewkesbury’s 115 all out looked a poor score but on a damp, undulating wicket, there was still a lot to play for.

When Baxter smashed the second ball of the Rams reply over the road for six, however and he and Scott had added 32 for the first wicket, a victory looked comfortable. Scott, Burden and Lane were dismissed in quick succession though before Boucher and Savery steadied the ship. Boucher made a confident 23 before snicking an edge to the keeper and Dave Long fell in the next over to leave the Rams ominously poised at 77 for 6. Thankfully the experienced Twemlow (10*) and the carefree Savery (29*) were never likely to be unnerved by a dodgy wicket and a tense run-chase and a few crisp boundaries from both players bought the Rams home with four wickets and a massive 19 overs to spare.

Dumbleton are the guests at the Boundary Field on Saturday where match-winner Adrian Savery will be celebrating his 21st birthday and a bumper crowd is expected. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rockhampton 2nds (151 all out) beat Bredon 2nds (147 all out) by 4 runs

A magnificent bowling and fielding display from the Rams, full of aggression and determination, enabled a heroic victory by just 4 runs amidst dark skies and pouring rain, away at Bredon on Saturday.

Lane lost the toss for the first time this season and was invited to bat first on what was a surprisingly good pitch, given the recent weather. Baxter and Scott raced to a fifty partnership, Baxter, lucky not to be caught by an easy chance to slip early on and the Rams were poised for a high score. Baxter was dismissed for 23 but Scott, typically powerful through mid-wicket was looking to take the game away from the hosts. At 70-1 from just 19 overs however, Scott was caught and bowled for 34 and Bredon began to exert some control. Burden (35) and Lane (17) added 38 in the next 12 overs but both were dismissed when they looked to push the run-rate. That sparked a late collapse from the Rams and despite cameo knocks from Long (11) and Cooke (13), they were dismissed in the 42nd over for what looked a tame 151.

What followed demonstrated the current strength of Rockhampton cricket as the five-man seam attack tore into a strong Bredon order. Lloyd Preston-Allen’s blistering pace was too much for Ricketts and Twemlow was unlucky when a sharp chance flew between the keeper Lane and Higginson at slip. 

The introduction of Jimmy Cooke, restored to the twos after some ineffective displays with the ones, was a turning point though as the tall, wire-framed seamer unleashed his frustrations on the unsuspecting batsmen. Having got Matty LBW, he then bowled Millar and Portch before two catches at cover by Scott, gave Cooke a five-wicket haul. As the clouds came over, two catches by Lane behind the stumps gave Preston-Allen a deserved second wicket and Cooke a sixth. Cooke then completed career best figures of 7-41 from his 13 overs by bowling Annand and the hosts were 134-9.

Higginson bowled superbly with little reward all afternoon and when Bredon skipper, Draper smashed two boundaries off Rob Belbin, Bredon were back in reach of a remarkable victory. But as the tension mounted, Lane turned back to the experienced head of Twemlow and he was the hero of the hour as a feathered edge was snaffled by Lane to complete a remarkable victory and move the Rams to fourth in the table. With lowly Redmarley and Stone in forthcoming fixtures, the Twos will now be looking to mount a challenge on the leaders Dumbleton.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rockhampton 2nds (193/6) beat Redmarley 2nds (181/8) by 12 runs

Having demoted himself to number 5 in the order, Rams skipper Dave Lane rediscovered his form of old to blaze a match-winning 73, after Rockhampton had earlier slumped to 10-3 in 7 overs, batting first away at Redmarley.

Having lost Baxter, Scott and Boucher so quickly, it was left to Burden and Savery to try and rebuild the innings and although progress was slow, the momentum began to sway back to the visitors. At 50-3 from 20 overs, Rams were looking at scraping their way towards a competitive 150 but when Burden was bowled for 26, there was a mountain to climb. Aggressive running from Savery kept the scoreboard ticking and Lane was into his stride straight away. Lane soon caught up and overtook Savery then smashed a monstrous six over square leg to go to 49, before bringing up his third 50 of the season in the 36th over. Savery was bowled for 42 trying to tee off but the arrival of Twemlow heralded an explosive finish to the innings as he survived three dropped catches to club 26 from 15 deliveries, including a majestic straight six over the bowler’s head.

Chasing 194 to win, Redmarley were off to competent start despite tight bowling from Twemlow and Higginson. Hemmings raced to 27, but a loose cover drive was snapped up by Savery, off the bowling of Higginson, for the much needed breakthrough. Higginson (13-1-53-2) continued to beat the bat and added a second wicket with the score on 56, bowling Milward for 11. That allowed Lane to introduce 13 year old leg spin prodigy Charlie Turrell (13-1-61-1), on his second team debut and he immediately caused trouble for the Redmarley batsman, with his looping flight and disguised variation. The baby faced-assasin, bowling in tandem with the veteran seamer, Higginson, 29 years his senior, was a sight to behold and the home side could only struggle to 78 for 2 from 25 overs.

Rob Belbin then replaced Higginson and struck with his third delivery, bowling Stockley for 36. He also bowled Smith for 14 in a superb spell of 2 for 10 in 6 overs. Despite losing wickets, Redmarley were edging towards the required total but needed 48 from the last 5 overs and Melluish was relishing his first appearance in the Twos this season. He picked up three wickets at the death and ensured a fifth consecutive win for the Rams who progress to third in the table before next week’s derby with Stone. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Stroud 2nds (144/4) beat Rockhampton 2nds (143 all out) by 4 wickets

Stroud inflicted a second consecutive demoralising defeat on the Rams as the Rockhampton batting was again exposed by a combination of good bowling and poor shot selection. With leading run-scorer Brendon Scott unavailable, skipper David Lane opened alongside Rob Baxter but both were dismissed in the first ten overs.

Jimmy Cooke, promoted to 3 in the order after recent good form was joined by Peter Heath and the pair steadily progressed the score to 64 for 2 before a misjudgement by Cooke saw him bowled by Hester for a competent 28. Heath went shortly after for 16 and Burdon for a duck before Savery and Long went about the rescue mission with the Rams now 76 for 5. After a couple of exquisite straight drives though Savery became Andrew Gibbs first victim and Long was left to do the rest of the work himself as he picked up 4 leg side boundaries in his 28. Twemlow, Belbin, Turrell and Cave could only add single figure scores as the Rams were forced to settle for a below par score of 143 all out.

Stroud were typically aggressive in going about the run chase and punished anything loose from Cooke and Belbin as they moved swiftly to 20 without loss in response. Then in form Rob Belbin then struck twice in two balls to remove Gibbs, thanks to a spectacular diving catch by Cave at square leg, and Adams, lbw first ball. Charlie Turrell’s leg spin was introduced early and he embarrassed Cash, as Warne famously did Gatting in 1993, with a ripping leg-break that hit off stump. 

Stroud were continuing to pick up regular boundaries though and when Twemlow removed Fisher for 47, they were by now coasting to a comfortable victory. There was still time though, for Cooke to be embarrassed by a skier off Turrell that careered through his fingers to cause some serious facial damage and the loss of a tooth or two in a moment that rather summed up a disappointing display all round. The Twos sit mid-table before the final League fixture at the Boundary Field v Painswick on Saturday.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Painswick 2nds (204/6) beat Rockhampton 2nds (201/7) by 4 wickets

Rams Twos completed a season of mixed fortune with a narrow defeat at home to Painswick to finish mid-table, but will still be promoted to the Glos/Wilts League by virtue of the first team heroics at Painswick.

On a rare damp, green-top at Rockhampton, Painswick won the toss and bowled and picked up the wicket of Baxter in the first over. That brought Arkell out to join Scott at the wicket, both players playing their last innings for the Rams before returning to sunnier native climates next week. It was Arkell who made it count with a technically superb 64 from 80 balls whilst at the other end, another middle-order collapse threatened. Scott, Cooke and Taylor went cheaply before Dave Lane steadied the ship and joined Arkell in a stand of 90.

Lane blazed his way to 75 including a six over deep square-leg and 12 other boundaries and he was supported by Long (29*) and Twemlow (10) as the Rams just managed to breach 200 in their 45 overs.

In response the Rams also struck in the first over as Cooke bowled Wise for 4. When Rob Belbin bowled Piggot, also for 4, Painswick were reeling on 17-2. Enter Paul Morris though whose dominant 82 from just 73 balls proved to be the match-winning innings. He shared a stand of 63 with Telling before Twemlow had the latter LBW for 31 and it was Twemlow again, who kept Rams hopes alive with a direct hit from mid-off to run-out Morris.

Dropped catches by Cooke and Taylor deprived Arkell of deserved wickets at crucial times and the decision to remove Turrell from the attack proved costly as Cooke in particular was expensive late on. A marvellous run-out by Taylor and finally a deserved wicket for Arkell ensured an entertaining climax, but it was not to be for the Rams.

Lane can nonetheless reflect on a good season and a remarkable five-game winning run mid season. The emergence of young talent such as Belbin, Cave, Turrell and Twemlow offers great hope for next season, as the Rams get set to compete at the highest level of club cricket yet, in their illustrious history.
