Rockhampton 1st XI Vs Lydney 1st XI - 3 May 2008 

Rockhampton’s opening foray into the Gloucestershire Wiltshire division yielded a superb victory as they came out on top of an enthralling contest at the picturesque Boundary Field.

Upon winning the toss, skipper Simon Hore had no hesitation in throwing the new ball to his reliable opening bowlers Richard Jones (9-0-45-0) and Jack Spence (7-0-31-0).  However despite the moist conditions and overcast conditions the Lydney opening pair of Australian import Giarola and Kear batted sensibly to produce an opening stand of 98 in 19 overs.

The match then turned on its head as Nick Gulwell, making his first appearance for 2 seasons, produced a beautiful delivery to bowl the dangerous Giarola for 50.  The ever dependable James Hancox was also introduced into the attack and he responded by deceiving Kear for 46.

Hancox and Gulwell bowled superbly in tandem to not only stem the flow of runs but also to take wickets at regular intervals.  As always the Rockhampton ground fielding was exemplary and smart work from Beale and Tyler produced a run out and the pair each took smart catches to give Hancox two further victims.  Gulwell produced a stunning left handed catch off his own bowling to finish with impressive figures of 14-3-47-4 and the miserly Hancox returned exceptional figures of 15-4-20-5.  All this meant that Lydney had lost their final 8 wickets for 40 runs to finish on 167 from 48 overs.

With regular opener Rowan Cartlidge sidelined with respiratory problems Nigel Hopkins was promoted up the order however he was soon back in the pavilion as the impressive left armer Jones trapped him in front for 0.  White (4) soon followed as Jones continued to move the ball around and when skipper Hore was adjudged caught behind for 9 the Rams were reeling at 39-3.  Matters worsened and blood pressures rose when Spence guided his 12th ball to first slip to depart for 5.  

As the chaos unfolded at the other end Will Tyler remained composed although he was granted a life when put down in the gully, a drop that Lydney would live to regret as the talented right hander put together a resolute partnership with Mark Beale.

Conscious that time was on their side the pair batted with great maturity to wear down the opposition attack and bring Rockhampton back into contention.

As opposition hopes were fading Tyler moved up gear blasting Pearce straight for a maximum to shift the impetus back to the Rams and to the delight of the watching supporters the pair’s valiant partnership stood at 115 as they reached their target with 4 overs to spare.  

Beale finished with a commendable 47* and Tyler 85* to help the Rams to a moral boosting victory in their first outing at this level.  Rockhampton would like to thank Irene Tyler for sponsoring the match ball.

Rockhampton 1st XI Vs Woodmancote 1st XI 5 May 2007

Rockhampton got their campaign in the Gloucestershire Division of the West England Premier League off to an excellent start last Saturday, as the Boundary Field bathed in the early summer sunshine.

Upon winning the toss skipper Rockhampton Simon Hore had no hesitation in electing to bat first on a solid looking track and his opening batsmen Will Tyler, who was in a particularly positive mood, and Nigel Hopkins responded by putting on a solid 42 for the first wicket before Hopkins (10) fell clipping Sri Lankan seamer Sudashan John to midwicket. Rowan Cartlidge played a couple of sumptuous drives before he was smartly stumped for 18.

This brought Hore to the wicket and he was immediately into his stride and he and Tyler managed to add 97 for the third wicket.  At 188 for 2 off 32 over’s the Rams were ideally set to take advantage of a Woodmancote side that were beginning to wilt in the heat.  Tyler, who struck 14 fours and 2 mighty sixes, was unlucky to fall 5 runs short of a deserved century as he looked to press the accelerator.  Hore soon followed for a fluent 60 from 46 balls including 9 boundaries as he was adjudged caught behind off Trueman.

The Rockhampton innings then tailed off somewhat as Jerry White departed for 5 and only contributions from Mark Beale (16) and Jack Spence (17) ensured that the Rams didn’t fall below par.  They were bowled out in the 45th and final over of their innings for 254, a disappointing total given their position after 30 over’s.

The Rams opening bowlers Shaun Williams (8-1-45-0) and Richard Jones (7-1-28-0), despite failing to take a wicket, managed to contain the Woodmancote batsman.  Jones in particular was unfortunate to see two sharp chances grassed in the slip cordon.  The introduction of slow left arm bowler James Hancox brought the first wicket of Staff with 51 runs on the board, as Hore held onto a sharp chance at short midwicket.  

Medium pacer Spence replaced Jones at the Pavilion End and he turned the match firmly in the Rams’ favour by removing Rimmer’s off stump with a pearler and then having De Rose caught at mid off by Hore third ball.   As Hancox (13-3-52-2) kept thing tight Spence (10-0-55-3) then took the wicket of Turner (13) caught in the covers by Beale.  Beale got in on the act himself by taking the wicket of the stubborn Brotherton (50) LBW in his first over and he went on to take two further wickets to finish with figures of 7-0-48-3.

With Woodmancote requiring 124 from the final ten overs Cove launched a courageous fight back to reach 61 not out but in reality the game was in the bag and ended in farcical fashion as the Rams’ rushed through the final three overs to avoid an over rate penalty.

Next week the Rams will look to build on this solid start by making the long trip to Tewksbury.  Rockhampton would like to thank Chris Peacey for kindly sponsoring the match ball.      
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rockhampton CC Vs Dumbleton – 19 May 2007

Rockhampton made it two wins from two games this term as they came out on top of an enthralling contest at the Boundary Field.

After being inserted on a damp, low wicket the Rams were reeling at 25 for 4 as the top order of W Tyler (5),  Hopkins (0), R Cartlidge (1) and Hore (0) fell apart at the hands of the impressive Dumbleton opening bowlers Green and overseas import Carver, who each made the most of the bowler friendly conditions.

At this point the outlook seemed bleak, especially without the dependable Jeremy White who withdrew from the side at the eleventh hour after tweaking one of his brittle hamstrings.  However the middle-order duo of Matt Tyler and Mark Beale showed great resolve to put together a 103 run partnership.  

With the score at 128, Beale fell for a stubborn 29, however Tyler continued to punish any loose deliveries and he cruelly fell five runs short of a deserved century.  His innings, comprising nine fours and 2 maximums, was his first at the Boundary Field for over 18 months and featured several trademark cover drives.  

Despite useful cameos from Spence (9) and J Cooke (13) Rockhampton were bowled out for 199 in the final over of their innings, and their tail must quickly realise that the failure to eek out extra bonus points, in this case not reaching 200, may well prove costly come the end of August.

Dumbleton began their reply in a positive fashion and had reached 34 before Jack Spence justified Captain Simon Hore’s decision to bring him into the attack by bowling the dangerous Holland for 17.  This proved the spur that Richard Jones needed and, in conditions perfect for the wily veteran, he took the wicket of 4 of the top five batsmen, in a remarkable spell of 12-1-26-4, which included sharp catches taken by Cooke and M Tyler.  

At the other end Spence rolled into bowl consistently and finished with figures of 12-3-40-3 including a smart catch from the diving Hore in the covers.

The youthful exuberance of Spence and the cunning and guile of Jones combined beautifully to put the Rams in the driving seat and reduce the opposition to 67 for 7.  M Tyler (8-2-23-1) and J Hancox (7-0-30-0) then provided the perfect follow up as they strangled the life out of the Dumbleton lower order before W Tyler moped up the tail impressively taking two wickets for 5 runs from 7 balls.

This was a superb victory for the Rams who, despite looking firmly down the barrel, never lost faith in their own abilities.  Next week they travel to top of the table Bredon looking to continue their promising start to the season.  Rockhampton CC would like to thank Irene Tyler for sponsoring the match ball.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bredon 1st XI Vs Rockhampton 1st XI

For the second week in succession the Rockhampton showed remarkable resilience and determination to win, enabling them to prevail in a thrilling contest a Bredon’s picturesque Hill Close ground. 

With three first team regulars missing from their line up the Rams knew they had to be at their best to challenge top of the table Bredon.  After being inserted on a green wicket they started serenely as Will Tyler drove the first two balls of the game for boundaries, debutant 18 year old Robin Arkell followed suit as he too hit his first ball for a crisply driven boundary.  

This bright start saw the Rams reach 23 from the first three overs, however a combination of tighter bowling and watchful batting saw the score reach 35 from 8 overs before Tyler (20) fell top edging an attempted pull to mid wicket.  Rowan Cartlidge and Arkell added 39 before the latter was run out as the home side appealed for an LBW decision.  Cartlidge fell soon after for 32 and so with the score at 83 for 3, Simon Hore and Matthew Tyler looked to regain some stability and play themselves in by adding 47 for the fourth wicket.  

Disappointingly Hore fell for 18, after the finest of deflections through to the keeper and White was bowled for 1 as he was deceived by Risdale’s off spin.  As Beale (2) and the impressive M Tyler (38) fell in quick succession the Rams were in trouble at 146 for 7, however their tail of Cropper (10), Cooke (12), Jones (9*) and Williams (6*) each made valuable contributions to nudge the final score up to a defendable 185 for 9 from 45 overs.

Save for the occasional short ball, opening bowlers Jones and Williams (4-1-13-0) started well and Jones (10-1-27-1) made a much needed breakthrough by trapping Hall LBW with 32 on the board.  M Tyler then weighed in with two quick wickets, firstly bowling the dangerous Risdale with a thunderous yorker and then producing a pearler to have Fenney caught behind by Cartlidge.

With Bredon faltering at 35 for 3 in murky conditions Rockhampton were firmly in the ascendancy however Carter and Colomb showed good composure to add 58 for the fourth wicket to wrestle back the initiative, before Tyler (10-2-44-3) picked up his third wicket caught by Beale at square leg. 

The steady drissle that had been falling from early in Bredon’s innings was now beginning to have a major impact on proceedings as Rockhampton’s seamers struggled to control the slippery ball, W Tyler (2-0-24-0) suffering in particular as his two overs were dispatched by Colomb.  Skipper Hore had no choice but to turn to an all spin attack of Beale and Cropper and his decision immediately bore fruit as Beale crucially bowled the powerful Colomb for 72.

With the pace taken off the ball, Bredon’s batsmen were reluctant to force the tempo themselves and requiring 42 off the final 11 overs with 5 wickets in hand they began to falter, Beale taking the wickets of Allen, LBW for 25 and Bokhari (10) well caught by the diving W Tyler at cover

When Hore took a stunning catch at mid on off the impressive Beale (8 -2-14-4), the Rams could sense a remarkable victory and it soon a followed as Bredon collapsed to 162 all out in the 44th over as Cropper (9.1 0-34-2) drew Wilkins down the track to be coolly stumped by Cartlidge and jubilant scenes erupted as White clung to a great catch at long off.

This magnificent win for the Rams saw them leap frog Bredon into second spot.  This week they travel to Redmarely determined to avenge their defeat in the Village knock out competition at the start of this season.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rockhampton 1st XI Vs Stone 1st XI – 9 June 2007 

After a greatly anticipated top of the table clash between local rivals Rockhampton and Stone it was the former team who prevailed in a one sided clash at a sun drenched Boundary Field.

After winning the toss home skipper Simon Hore had no hesitation in sending his newly formed opening partnership of William Tyler and Rowan Cartlidge into bat and they responded magnificently to post a breathtaking 182 for the first wicket in 30 over’s.

Tyler was the first man to go but not before he had pulled and driven a shell-shocked Stone attack to all parts of the ground.  The new ball didn’t stay that way for long as he was ruthless against any delivery that was remotely offline.  He ended with 114 from 95 balls containing 15 fours and 3 sixes including one glorious pick up shot into the pavilion off Lavis that sent several spectators scrambling to safety.  

Unfortunately for the Rams they lost a degree of momentum as 19 year old Cartlidge fell soon afterwards for a well crafted and elegant 65.  Hore and Jeremy White then set about setting up a base for a final onslaught putting on 53 for the third wicket before Hore fell for 29 trying to force the tempo against the streetwise Viney.  The bearded White relished the situation and used some clever shot selection to end unbeaten on 58 from just 41 balls including 3 maximums to leave the Rams on an imposing 282 for 4 from their allotted 45 over’s.

With Stone requiring over six an over Rockhampton were well aware that a tight opening spell would give them a stranglehold and opening bowlers Richard Jones and Tyler duly obliged.  Tyler (7-0-25-1) unleashed a searing yorker to remove Palmer for 0 and Jones bowled tightly to finish with figures of 6-1-21-0.

The crucial stage of the game then evolved as Hore brought on his two bankers Jack Spence and James Hancox who bowled in tandem for 22 over’s.  Their ability to bowl consistently to their field increased the pressure and the dangerous looking Lavis (37) succumbed as he was caught be Cropper off the miserly Hancox.

Wickets then began to fall at regular intervals as Hancox toyed with the opposition batsmen. He bowled Burley for 1, had Jones caught by Hore at midwicket for nought and then bowled Hall to finish with excellent figures of 12-3-30-4, his best return of the season thus far.

A tiring Spence weighed in with the wicket of Booth bowled for 4 and ended with commendable figures of 11-2-34-1.  Cropper (5-1-38-2) joined the party by taking two wickets with his mischievous off spin and Cooke was unlucky not to pick up a wicket in his four over spell that leaked 21 runs.

Tail ender Sherman frustrated the Rams as he rode his luck to smash a brutal 41 not out and 

Stone skipper Darren Turl batted patiently throughout their innings ending unbeaten on 63 as Stone closed on 176-9.

The empathic Rockhampton victory puts them clear at the top of the league and, with confidence levels rising, next they travel to Kingsholm, a ground where they have often been found wanting in recent years.

Rockhampton would like to thank GAP Supplies for sponsoring the match ball.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rockhampton V Stroud 23 June 2007 

With heavy rain clouds circling the area it was testament to the hard work of head grounds man Mike Tyler and his new found merry band of men that enabled Rockhampton to take part in one of the most gripping games to be played out on the Boundary Field in its 11 year existence.

Upon winning the toss Stroud captain Frape had no hesitation in asking the hosts to bat in the bowler friendly conditions and they were soon celebrating as the inform Will Tyler top edged an attempted hook to fine leg for 5.  This brought Rams’ captain Simon Hore to the crease and, either side of a 15 minute break for rain which reduced the match to 43 over’s a side, he and Rowan Cartlidge went about seeing off the new ball.  

They had reached 81-1 when a breakdown in communication and a direct hit from mid on saw Hore run out for 33.  This brought about a torrid spell for the Rams as first Cartlidge fell caught at the wicket for 37 and then Beale followed for 1 as they lost three wickets for 9 runs in 7 over’s.

Old hand Jerry White regained the initiative with some sweet strikes but was aggrieved to be harshly judged leg before for 27.  Left hander Jack Spence was flowing nicely until he became the latest victim of a fine piece of Stroud fielding, which was exceptional throughout, to be run out for 16.

Contributions of 14 and 13 from Martin Cropper and Matt Belbin respectively, including one glorious straight six from the latter kept the board ticking until occasional batsman Richard Jones produce a 13 run cameo that saw Rockhampton reach 179-9 from their 43 over’s.  Although this was well below par for the Boundary Field it owed in part to the damp outfield and also to the exceptional Stroud ground fielding.

Rockhampton opening bowlers Jones and Jamie Curtis (5-2-9-0) started with great enthusiasm and were unfortunate not to pick up a wicket however they bowled tightly to restrict Stroud to 18 from the opening 10 over’s.

In the search for a wicket Hore switched the ball to the reliable Spence, however on this occasion the tubby all rounder was unable to make the breakthrough conceding 36 from his seven over’s.

With Stroud well placed on 70 for 0 from 21 over’s James Hancox made the crucial incision by bowling Job for 42.  At the other end old timer Daniels was drawing on all his experience to frustrate the Rams’ bowlers however he became off spinner Martin Cropper’s first victim as he was bowled for 39 and Cash followed the very next ball casually caught one handed by Spence in the covers. 

South African Vanheerden fell LBW to Hancox and then youngster Belbin produced a superb catch diving forward on the mid wicket boundary to remove Mobbs for 2.  As each side gave it their all Hancox (13-2-43-2) ran out the dangerous Bell who had struck two mighty sixes. 

Hore then ran out Bennyworth for 29 with a direct hit from cover and as the tension reached fever pitch Cartlidge took a smart catch off Cropper to leave Stroud 151 for 8 from 39 over’s.  When Hore dived forward one handed at mid wicket to dismiss Cox off Cropper, who finished with a commendable 5-53 from 9 over’s, the Rams looked well set but credit must go to Stroud skipper Frape who showed remarkable composure to see his side home off the last ball of what was a hugely absorbing game.

Rockhampton’s first loss of the season saw their lead at the top of the Gloucestershire division cut to 0.03 over Painswick who they entertain at the Boundary Field next Saturday.   Rockhampton would like to thank Chris Nelmes for sponsoring the match ball.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Woodmancote 127/5 beat Rockhampton 125/9 by 5 wickets

A five-wicket defeat at Woodmancote on Saturday saw the Rams plummet 5 places in the league table and cast a thick black cloud over what was otherwise a rare sunny Saturday in Gloucestershire.

Skipper Hore lost a crucial coin toss on a damp wicket and the Woodmancote bowlers duly indulged in the conditions, reducing the Rams to 40 for 5, with Hore himself dismissed LBW to his first ball. Not for the first time this season the dependable Mark Beale was forced into a rearguard action, ably supported by Jack Spence as the Rams began to restore respect, the pair adding 71 for the 6th wicket before Spence was stumped on 28. Beale was run out for a defiant 38 and Hancox and Curtis managed a last wicket stand of 17 to earn a batting point as the Rams closed on a disappointing 125 for 9 from 45 overs.

In a previously untried opening bowling attack of Jamie Curtis and Lloyd Preston-Allen however, Rockhampton unleashed one of the most hostile partnerships in the league and Curtis in particular was relishing the chance to showcase his indisputable talent at this level. Brotherton, De Rose and Constantine were all victims to the burly seamer before they had reached double figures, all caught-behind by Rowan Cartlidge. When Preston-Allen also found a snick, Cartlidge had four victims and he completed the run-out of Fereday after Curtis had fielded brilliantly with his feet off his own bowling.

At 49 for 5 though the game suddenly turned in favour of the hosts as a brilliant piece of fielding from Spence appeared to have Cove run-out by a considerable distance, but the umpire was not persuaded and adjudged that the bails were dislodged before the ball was in the keepers’ possession. Cove went on to 52 not out supported by Webb (27*) to see Woodmancote home and despite the apparent injustice, skipper Hore accepted that the best team won on the day. ‘They adapted better than we did to the damp surface and paced the run chase well. We have some massive games coming up now and can’t afford any more defeats if we want to challenge the leaders’. Rockhampton extend their gratitude to club stalwart Chris Lynch who sponsored the match ball. 

Rams Second X1 have now been without cricket for a record 4 consecutive Saturdays as the dismal weather continued through the week, though the controversial decision to host a wedding at the Boundary Field which was otherwise playable rubbed salt into the wound.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rockhampton 233/4 beat Tewkesbury 133/9 by 100 runs

A magnificent 2nd wicket stand of 164 between William Tyler and Simon Hore laid the foundations for a comprehensive victory over Tewkesbury that moved the Rams back up to second place in the league and set up a tantalising trip away to leaders Dumbleton next week.

After heavy showers on Friday, the visitors had no hesitation in bowling first and  they struck early to remove Cartlidge for 11, caught at mid-wicket. Tyler was typically unconcerned by the conditions, or the opposing bowling attack and scored freely from ball one, targeting the short-pitched bowling of Ben France in particular and allowing his skipper, Hore, to play the more reserved innings in what proved to be the match-winning partnership.

As the partnership breezed past 150 the stage was set for an onslaught of powerful hitting and the pair obliged by clubbing 22 runs from one over. When Tyler was finally caught at deep mid-wicket for 91, with 8 fours and 2 sixes, a score of 220 plus looked probable. Jack Spence was promoted up the order to chance his arms and he didn’t disappoint bludgeoning 28 not out from 16 balls. Mark Beale made a swift 12 not out as the Rams added 38 in the last 5 overs to close on 233 for 4.

The wicket was playing pretty true by now and Tewkesbury were keen to cash in racing to 39-0 from 5 overs. Jamie Curtis struggled with his line early on but Tyler, having already delivered with the bat, got the crucial breakthrough, bowling the South-African Brook Hatwell for 28. It was the introduction of Jack Spence and the ever-reliable James Hancox though that really swung the game in favour of the Rams. Spence removed the opposing captain with his third delivery and then a brilliant low catch by Mark Beale at extra cover gave Spence a second victim and his 9 overs went for just 14 runs. Hancox was happy to do most of the rest himself, picking up 4 wickets from his 13 overs at a cost of just 21 runs. He bowled Smith and Brown and held two sharp caught and bowled chances to leave Tewkesbury in tatters at 108 for 8. At this point some negative cricket from the visitors saw the contest fizzle out to a tame conclusion, but Beale claimed a deserved wicket as the returning Dryden plucked a high catch at mid-on.

Tewkesbury closed their innings on 133 for 9 as the Rams took 20 much-needed points. Rockhampton would like to thank Richard ‘Desk-Top’ Cartlidge for sponsoring the match ball and thank Mike Tyler, Chris Lynch, Rupert Fergie-Woods and David Lane for the work they put in to making the pitches playable in wet conditions.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Stroud 1st XI Vs Rockhampton 1st XI –25 August 2007

Rockhampton’s promotion hopes remain on course after they emerged as the victors in a pulsating encounter at Stroud’s Farmhill ground.

After electing to at under the cloudless Gloucestershire skies Rockhampton’s stylish opening pair of Will Tyler and Rowan Cartlidge moved effortlessly to 62 without loss from the first ten overs before Tyler, who had treated onlookers to a couple of exquisite trademark cover drives, fell for 40 at the hands of Dutton.

Only 11 more runs were added before Cartlidge became Dutton’s second victim as he was caught behind for 18.  Skippers past and present, in the form of Jerry White and Simon Hore respectively, set about stabilising the innings and a combination of over caution and tight bowling saw the pair add a meagre 22 in 12 overs until White was bowled by Cox for 6 from 40 balls.   Hore departed for 34 as he was caught down the legside off Waters with the score on 123.

All rounder Jack Spence crafted a well constructed 41 to inject some much needed impetus to the innings and with Mark Beale (16), the pair added 43 for the fifth wicket.  Nigel Hopkins, who had dropped down the order after suffering food poisoning after gorging himself on numerous pasties, then produced a startling display of clean striking 22 from one Waters over to change the momentum of the game back in the Rams’ favour.

Youngster Matt Belbin also weighed in with a valuable 15 not out to see Rockhampton finish on 213-7 from their 45 overs.

Opening bowlers Richard Jones and Jamie Curtis each bowled with excellent control to restrict Stroud to 23 from 10 overs before Jones trapped Job LBW for 6.  Curtis (9-2-35-1) then got in on the act as had Daniels snared by Tyler in the covers for 17.  Outstanding fielding restricted the flow of runs and Jones produced a beautiful away swinger to have Bennyworth smartly caught behind by Cartlidge for 8.  Jones then claimed his third wicket with a sharp return chance which he held to give the old stager commendable figures of 3 for 34 from his allotted 13 overs. 

Matt Belbin showed nerves of steel to hold onto a steepling catch on the mid wicket boundary to give Beale a wicket in his solitary over and when Hancox bowled Van Hearon for 13 Stroud were struggling on 116-6 from 33 overs.

The match then entered its crucial stage as the destructive Bell joined Stroud skipper Frape at the crease and he immediately showed his intent by launching Hancox for two enormous sixes from successive deliveries.

The threatening partnership of 37 in quick time ended as Beale held onto another towering catch, this time at long on, to dismiss Frape for 31 off the bowling of Hancox.  In tandem with slow left armer Hancox, Spence (8-0-45-2) produced an excellent spell of disciplined bowling as the tension mounted and he was rewarded with the prize wicket of Bell (37 off 17 balls), the victim of another superb catch this time by the diving Hancox at long on, and he ripped out Dutton LBW first ball to calm the frayed nerves of the Rockhampton faithful.  

Hancox (13-0-60-3) took his third wicket as Cartlidge neatly stumped Cox for 9 resulting in a 33 run victory for the Rams as Stroud were dismissed for 180 thanks to a superb all round effort that was characterised by a tigerish fielding display.  The result sees Rockhampton sitting at the top of the league with one match remaining at Painswick, although Dumbleton are breathing down their necks in second spot.

Thanks go to president of the Rockhampton Supporters Club, Stephen Coombs, for kindly sponsoring the matchball.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Painswick 1st XI Vs Rockhampton 1st XI – 1st September 2007

Rockhampton are Gloucester Premier Division champions. They clinched promotion in emphatic style against their oldest rivals Painswick.  The champagne flowed as an exciting season came to the best of finales.

After losing the toss Rockhampton were asked to field on a decent looking batting strip but helpful weather conditions gave the bowler’s some optimism. Opening bowlers Richard Jones and James Curtis started well. Curtis yorked Marment with on ly 8 runs the board. Disaster then struck as the ever dependable Jones pulled up lame. Jones was replaced by specialist fielder Johnty Coombs. Opening bat Cook and his new partner Boon then set about on rebuilding the Painswick innings. The recovery was going well at 50-1 until Hancox held onto a towering catch at backward point off the bowling of Curtis. 

The rams sensed there was an opportunity to make further inroads. Captain Hore turned to spin in the way of Hancox and Beale. The captains decision soon proved successful as the ever nibbling Cook (38) was sent for an early shower, having been caught by Tyler at extra cover and gave Hancox his first victim of the afternoon. Hancox finished with excellent figures of 13-3-14-2, his ever efficient bowling helped Beale profit at the other end. Having been held up at one end the Painswick middle order looked to attack Beale. This proved to be their downfall, Jerry White took a fine catch on the boundary to bring Cave’s brief inning to an end. Rowan Cartlidge proved what a good keeper he has become with a fine take to dismiss Neville for 1. Although Von Mollendorf was losing partners he was batting positively taking the game to Rockhampton. To the relief off the large away support Von Mollendorf mistimed a drive to Hopkins who took a good catch to continue an impressive fielding display from the rams. 

All rounder Jack Spence replaced Hancox and rolled backed the years and chose to bowl spin. This had immediate effect as Harber drove to Hore who uncharastically shelled the catch but was quick of mind to run out Barnard who was left stranded at the non strikers end.  Spence then clean bowled Harber to leave Painswick 115-9 and Rams chasing 2 vital bonus points. This came by the way of an excellent catch from the skipper off the bowling of Beale who finished with figures of 12-1-40-4 leaving Painswick all out for 116. 

Rockhampton’s youthful opening pair of Will Tyler and Rowan Cartlidge started well knowing that they could only lose 4 wickets to ensure that Rockhampton could not be pipped to the title. Opening bowlers Harber and Cave bowled well but Rockhampton reached 35 before losing Cartlidge who was caught off the bowling of Cave.

Hore was the next man, starting well with flick off his hips for four. As the travelling barmy army’s nerves started to ease Hore was clean bowled by Harber. 

This brought the Mr Rockhampton Jeremy White to the crease. White consolidated leaving Tyler to chip away at the total playing some exquisite shots. As the score ticked on White grew in confidence and started to bat with distinct fluidity. As Rockhampton’s score nervously passed hundred Tyler collected a magnificent half century. It was fitting that White (30*) struck the winning runs and sealed promotion for the rams. He and and Tyler (60*) left the field to join the already celebrating team. 

The Rams finished narrowly above Dumbleton to clinch the title. The team can look back on a season where every member of the squad played contributed to the success.

With the youth section flourishing the prospects for life in Glos/Wilts looks promising.

The first team squad would like to give a special thanks to Mike Tyler (grounds man) Bob Spence and Chris Peacy (scorers) as well as all the supporters who have come to watch home and away. Rockhampton were not only the best team in the league but the best supported.

